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with no police protection, aroused a suspicion that they
rather hoped this would happen. For they thus killed two
birds with one stone—they got rid of an undesirable heir-
apparent, and provided themselves with a good excuse for
striking at Serbia. The German Government advised Austria
to make the most of the opportunity, promising full support
if Russia should come to Serbia's aid. Berchtold, the Austrian
Foreign Minister, needed no urging. The murder had
undoubtedly been hatched in Belgrade, though there was
no evidence that the Serbian Government had any know-
ledge of it. After taking nearly a month to complete her
preparations for war, Austria suddenly sent an ultimatum to
Serbia demanding the acceptance within forty-eight hours of
a humiliating penance, including heavy financial compensation
and the admission of Austrian officials to put down anti-
Austrian agitation in Serbia. The Serbian Government meekly
agreed to nine-tenths of these demands, and offered to discuss
the rest, but Austria treated this as a refusal, and the day after
the ultimatum expired her big guns were bombarding Belgrade.
Russia could not allow Serbia to be crushed without a protest,
especially after the annexation of Bosnia, and the Czar authorised
a partial mobilisation of his army on the Austrian frontier. The
Kaiser demanded that this should be instantly countermanded,
and when the Czar hesitated, declared war on him. Germany
then demanded that France should hand over two fortresses as
a guarantee of neutrality, with the natural result that yet
another declaration of war was launched.
The question in every mind now was : What will Britain do ?
Grey made every effort to induce the Powers to suspend
hostilities and settle the dispute by conference or by reference
to The Hague Tribunal; but the pent-up forces driving the
nations into conflict were by this time irresistible. The Cabinet
were divided as to whether Britain ought to enter the war. It
would be difficult to justify such action to Parliament and to the
nation at large, which had been kept in ignorance of much that
had been going on behind the scenes during the past few years,

